
Completing the Minds Wide Open ‘Critical and Creative Thinking 
Across the Curriculum’ course will contribute 5 hours of NESA 
Registered PD addressing 3.3.2, 5.1.2 and 6.2.2 from the Australian 
Professional Standards for Teachers towards maintaining 
Proficient Teacher accreditation. NESA Course Code: C24126

1. Teachers will gain an array of tools and resources that enable them to equip their students to use critical and creative thinking across 
the curriculum and to solve problems (APST 3.3.2).

2. Teachers will learn that creativity can not only be taught but it can be measured. Teachers will take away a range of CCT 
programming and assessment tools (APST 5.1.2).

3. Many schools have included Critical and Creative Thinking or ‘the 4Cs’ as priorities in their school plan or Strategic Directions. The 
information in this course will give staff some means and methods to help them accomplish these in their school (APST 6.2.2).

COURSE OUTLINE

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OBJECTIVES

• Defining ‘Critical Thinking’ and ‘Creative Thinking’ (CCT)

• What is ‘CCT Capability’?
• Thinking dispositions
• Thinking skills
• Thinking strategies

• Rationale: Why does every student need this capability?
• For school now
• For future work
• For a changing world

• Addressing declining creativity levels
• The ‘Creativity Crisis’
• Are schools to blame?
• The decline of free play

• Dispositions for learning
• What are Dispositions?
• Why teach Dispositions?

• Getting to know ‘The Seven Dispositions’

• How are Dispositions taught and learned? (pedagogy)

• Creative thinking skills (pedagogy)
• How do students develop creative thinking skills?
• How is creativity measured and assessed?

Half-way split point for those schools who 
wish to do two after-school sessions

• Critical Thinking Skills (pedagogy)
• How can students develop critical thinking skills? 

• Across the Curriculum! (The K-8 Learning Continuum)
• How to add CCT to a unit in any KLA

• CCT Strategies and Tools
• Enabling students to use their CCT skills across the 

learning areas
• Scaffolding students to solve every day problems

• Assessment
• Options for testing, feedback and assessment

• How to get the free Minds Wide Open K-8 Program and 
Resources!

NESA APPROVED COURSE
5 hours of Professional Learning 
Practical training for teachers by 

NESA-endorsed provider Minds Wide Open

ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

CRITICAL &
CREATIVE THINKING

TEACH YOUR STUDENTS TO THINK FOR THEMSELVES!




